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L-R (seated), Jayvia Martin, Julianna Wardell, Michael Baffield, Karin McMillian,
Natalie Fort, Kalla Priester, Miles Richardson and Sebastian Hasbun with
parents standing behind and supporting them.
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HBCU college fair takes
Shorecrest Prep by a storm
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
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BY FREDERICK S. HUMPHRIES,
PH.D.

ST. PETERSBURG – An estimated 700 Tampa Bay area high
school students and parents
packed the Crisp Gymnasium at
Shorecrest Preparatory School
Sunday, Sept. 16 to speak with
guidance counselors from 32 historically black colleges and universities (HBCU) from around
the United States. The event was
sponsored by the Suncoast
Chapter Teens of Jack and Jill of
America and Shorecrest.
The event kicked off in highstepping fashion with the robust
horns and spirited drums of the
Lakewood High School marching band filing in one-by-one into
the gymnasium. The facility

filled rapidly as college and university representatives manned
their tables where students were
already waiting to ask questions.
Many local professionals
who have worked with area
youths have first-hand HBCU experience. As a result, they have
affirmed their purpose in life as
scholars, community leaders and
spiritual cheerleaders.
HBCUs such as Wiley, Morehouse, Spelman, Howard,
FAMU and Bethune-Cookman
were just a few schools on hand
to recruit these top-notch scholars.
Spellman alum Dr. Kimberly
Griffey Jackson praised thoroughly enjoyed her time away in
college.
“HBCUs give our kids more

inspiration that they cannot get
from any other environment,”
said Jackson, who got more out
of the HBCU experience than an
education, she met her husband
at Morehouse College.
Inspiration breeds scholarship and a hunger to contribute
to lifting communities to a higher
level of existence. Lifting up communities enriches the spirit of
life, and it is that kind of nurturing that solidifies personal relationships that form unbreakable
bonds right on a college campus.
Dr. Jackson’s experience at
Spellman solidified her path to
career excellence, love of community and spiritual strength to
stay the course and empower
others.
See HBCU, page 8
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Amendment 4 high priority this Nov.
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
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ST. PETERSBURG – Senator
Charlie Crist met with local pastors to encourage them to get
souls to the polls. Listening to and
discussing issues on voting
restoration rights, affordable
housing and education, he
stressed voter participation is a
must in this mid-term election.
“Each of you have a big following; people look to you for guidance and comfort and insurance
and kindness and compassion,”
Crist said.
Held at the Enoch Davis Center Monday, Sept. 17, the purpose
of the meeting was to brainstorm
and have a healthy dialogue on
hot-button issues, and restoration
of rights rose to the top.
On the Florida ballot this
election is a constitutional
amendment to automatically restore the rights to former felons
with the exception of murderers
or those convicted of felony sex
crimes. If Amendment 4 passes,
these rights will be embedded
in the constitution of the state so
that the legislature cannot take
it away without amending the

Senator Crist held a luncheon for pastors to discuss hotbutton issues in the black community Monday, Sept. 17.
constitution.
“It’s on all of us to vote,” he
said, noting that when he was
governor, more than 155,000
people got their rights restored
under an executive order he
signed. However, when Rick
Scott took office, he reversed
the order.
“That’s why the constitution
is so important so that it isn’t left
to the whims of every new administration that comes along.

Its bedrock; it’s in there forever,” he said.
Rev. Clearance Williams, senior pastor of Greater Mt. Zion
AME, believes that many voters
are not competent on the issues
and feels that as pastors they need
to be in a position to make voters
more aware of ballot amendments
and candidates.
This year’s ballot is long, and
both Crist and Williams feel that

Like many people, I came from
a small town on Florida’s Gulf
Coast named Apalachicola. It was
a wonderful place to live and learn
from people who would impact my
thinking forever.
I had a science teacher named
Mr. Charlie Watson who accepted
nothing short of academic excellence from his students. It was the
means to succeed and fight the
bigotry that hung over our daily
lives.
It worked. I left that country
town armed with a deep curiosity
to find answers; in the college
classroom, through military service and among some pretty interesting human beings I met along
the way.
My college experience at
Florida A&M University prepared
me to succeed in an arena where
few African Americans had been.
As a chemistry professor, an intelligence officer and as a university
fellow, I learned that most people
are for you not against you, and if
you have shared goals, you can accomplish a lot.
I say that because my friendship with Senator Bill Nelson and
our shared goals helped me implement an agenda that would improve higher education for African
Americans for generations to
come. As president of FAMU, with
Senator Nelson’s help, our team
literally changed the perceived
value of historically black universities because of the extraordinary
academic achievements of our students, faculty and fundraising.
In the late 1990s, there was a
concerted effort to stop the expansion of FAMU’s research capabilities. I adamantly opposed the
initiative, and thankfully we won
that critical battle.
As we continued to move forward, Senator Nelson and I
worked together on NASA projects, the National Institute of
Health, the National Science
Foundation and other federal programs that have awarded FAMU
hundreds of millions of research
dollars.
Senator Nelson never hesitated to work with us and help. To
that end, the National Science
Foundation ranks FAMU as the
number one historically black college and university in the nation
for research and development expenditures.
Senator Nelson continues to
be a familiar face on campus, dis-

See CRIST, page 5

See VALUE page 2
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Open letter from FAMU legend
Frederick S. Humphries, Ph.D.

Breaking
the Cycle

From VALUE, front page

cussing the need to grow
STEM (science, technology, engineering and
math) majors. Our young
people must become a part
of this essential technological growth.
In
my
judgment,
Florida’s continued development and our ability to
participate in a competitive
marketplace will only continue with the help of
elected officials such as
Senator Nelson. As a U.S.

senator, he has provided a
steady hand for our push
forward in education
across the board.
Now is the time to support an ally who stood with
us on critical issues and
will continue that backing
without hesitation. I support my friend Bill Nelson
and hope you will join me.
Frederick
S.
Humphries, Ph.D., is a
renowned higher education
pioneer and an HBCU icon.

At his beloved FAMU, he set
a high bar for students, faculty and staff built around
the theme of “Excellence
with Caring.” The 1990’s
renaissance
positioned
FAMU center stage as a
major competitor with the
Ivy Leagues for merit scholars, endowments and hundreds of millions in research
dollars. He was president of
FAMU from 1986- 2002.

US Senator Bill Nelson is a frequent visitor to FAMU. He is seen
here at the School of the Environment in January of 2017 speaking to
STEM students about their valued contribution to the future.

PICK OF THE WEEK!
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Is tongues the evidence of the spirit – Pt. 4
Acts 2:4 “And they
were all filled with the
Holy Ghost, and began
to speak with other
tongues, as the Spirit
gave them utterance.”
There were tongues!
But this was limited to
those in the upper
room, it does not say
that those who experienced the salvation
from Peter’s message
spoke in tongues.
Peter proclaimed to
the Jews after they were
filled with the spirit and
spoke in tongues, “Repent, and be baptized,
every one of you,
(Greek-by the authority
of) in the name of Jesus
Christ, for the remission of sins, and you
shall receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit.” (Acts
2:38)
If the requirement of
speaking in tongues
were necessary for salvation, would he not
have included it here?
This “evidence” is all
based
upon
three
verses in the book of
Acts that presumes that
when someone receives
the Holy Spirit, they
spoke in tongues.
Acts 3:18-19 the
topic is Christ’s death,
and repentance is the
focus for the forgiveness of their sins.
In Acts 4:2-4 Jesus &
the resurrection is
preached, not baptism
& again they believed
the word and 5,000
were saved. There was
no tongues!
Acts 4:31 tells us
they spoke the word
boldly when they were
filled with the spirit.
There was no tongues.
Acts 8:17 While
Philip was a miracle
worker without being
an apostle he was an
apostolic legate. It was
only through the apostles’ presence that supernatural gifts were
manifested.
Peter and John came
to the Samaritans who
had already received
the word of God and
were baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus

and still did not have the
Spirit. ( Peter needed to
be there; he was present for all three groups
salvation — the Jews,
the Samaritans, the
Gentiles).
There was some
type of outward sign it
doesn’t tell us what exactly what it was (Simon
saw this and wanted this
power). It could have
been
tongues
or
prophecy or both, since
both are noticeable.
Acts 8:37-38 After
hearing Isa.53 which is
about the death of Jesus
he asks to be baptized,
Philip replies if you believe with all your heart.
He confesses Jesus is
the son of God.
When they were
come up out of the
water, the Spirit of the
Lord caught away
Phillip, that the eunuch
saw him no more: and
he went on his way rejoicing. There were no
tongues, but he had the
joy of the Lord. Joy is
part of the fruit of the
Spirit.
Acts 9:17-18 when
Paul received salvation
he did not speak in
tongues until later, yet
no one would contest he
was saved on the road
to Damascus. When he
gives his testimony he
refers back to the Damascus road encounter as
the time of his Spiritual
birth
(lCor.15:18,
Gal.1:12). There were
no tongues. He does
speak in tongues later,
as probably all the apostles did.
Acts 10:43 Peter
says “To him give all the
prophets witness, that
through his name
whosoever believeth in
him shall receive remission of sins.” We have
the exact reversal of
Acts 2 they then received the Spirit before
baptism, from hearing
the word & believing.
The Gentiles spoke
in tongues as proof of
their salvation to some
of the unbelieving Jews
present. (They did not
believe anyone but Jews

could be saved up until
then). Acts 11:16-18
Peter recounts the Lord
saying about the difference between water
baptism and spirit baptism. Vs 17 “if therefore
God gave them the
same gift as he did unto
us, when we believed on
the Lord Jesus Christ.”
Acts 16:31 The
Phillipian jailer asks
what must I do to be
saved? Answer: believe
on the Lord Jesus
Christ and you will be
saved, you and your
household. Then they
spoke the word of the
Lord to both him & his
household. What we
find in the book of Acts
is no set formulae for
the giving of the Spirit.
There were no tongues.
Acts 19 Jews who
only received John’s
baptism had not heard
of Christ’s death and
resurrection or Pentecost. It is Paul who initiates the conversation on
the Holy Spirit. He finds
that they are not disciples of Christ but of
John, years after they
had not heard that the
one John was pointing
to had already come.
After receiving the
Gospel they are baptized Paul lays hands on
them the Holy Spirit
comes upon them and
they speak in tongues
and prophecy. They did
not seek after the Spirit
as Pentecostals are told
to do. Not one instance
do we see anyone laboring for the Spirit. Why
was the Spirit given
after Paul laid hands on
them?
It was to illustrate
that they were no
longer to follow John
the Baptizer but the
apostles who now had
the leadership role for
Israel. The church with
the apostles replaced
the Sanhedrin and Pharisees and even John the
Baptist.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Elder Dr. Robert L.
Harrison
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

She Upsets Status Quo
“Status quo” means the existing
state of affairs. If the current state of
affairs
oppresses
marginalized
groups, then any member of these oppressed groups who is determined to
achieve mainstream success will have
to defy it. In doing so, she will find unexpected supporters, as well as disappointments along the way. Still, she
must press on.
Who would have thought that a
child from the projects with a drug addicted parent and impregnated by the
age of 17 would one day be named the
Connecticut Teacher of the Year? Oftentimes, it is easier to believe that the
snapshot of the woman in the nice
dress and the beautiful words never
had a worry. Her obstacles serve as
preparation for a bigger purpose.
In 2016, Jahana Hayes was in fact
recognized by President Barack
Obama as the National Teacher of the
Year. This was a major accomplishment. However, Hayes was not done
defying the odds.
In 2018, she received the Democratic nomination for Connecticut’s
5th Congressional District. In doing
so, she defeated a party-endorsed and
two-time candidate for lieutenant governor in a race most, according to her,
said she “had no chance and no business trying to upset the status quo.”
History, however, may be made
because she did not listen.
If Hayes wins in Nov., she will
make history as the first black woman
to win a Connecticut Congressional
seat. In addition, her victory will make
her the first black congresswoman
from New England. Her chances of securing victory look good.

Recently, Hayes received a
fundraising boost from United States
Senator from Massachusetts Elizabeth Warren. Warren’s support
proves that many times assistance will
arrive from unexpected places.
There are many people who are
unhappy with the existing state of affairs. They recognize that for change
to happen, they must support people
who are different than what they are
accustomed to seeing.
Progress, sometimes, shows up in
the body of a woman. Likewise, she
may be African American. Furthermore, she may be someone whom you
have never met. Embrace her.
At a candidate forum, Hayes
shared that she knew what it’s like to
go to bed to gunshots outside and to
wake up in the morning to a dead
body in the hallway. The diversity of
her life experience had prepared her
to represent both the oppressed and
the privileged.
Be clear of your position regarding
oppressed groups. Know that including her upsets status quo. She will
move us forward.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author,
and public servant. www.emergingfree.com

Challenging communities to
consider adopting or mentoring
Photo courtesy of CSallustio Photography

TAMPA BAY -- We are
experiencing times when
children are being taken
from their homes and
placed in the foster care
system at very high rates.
The need for temporar y
placements is critical
until permanency can be
achieved.
One Church One
Child of Florida is reaching out to families and individuals
in
local
communities across the
state in efforts to help
share the truth that the
child pictured here and
more than 700 more like
him are waiting for a permanent home, and or
mentor. Many are minorities.
Can you provide a loving, permanent home for
Joshua or other children
like him, or even consider becoming a mentor?
Churches are asked
to partner with One
Church One Child in
sharing information with
congregations and extending Watch-Care Ministries to children. Rev.
Beverly Hills Lane, state
president for One Church
One Child of Florida and
vice-president for National One Church One
Child, is challenging fellow pastors to get involved and encouraging
families to open their
hearts and homes to children in foster care.
These series of arti-

cles feature children located in communities
across the state with no
family identified to adopt
them. Will you take the
challenge of opening
your home and family to
parenting them?
September’s child was
also highlighted in May;
he too deserves to have a
family. Do pray sincerely
for him and consider
making him a part of
your family through
adoption or a part of your
church through Project
Watch-Care, for support
and mentoring.
Joshua, 11: Always
game to tr y new
things!
Joshua’s a sweet soul
with a silly sense of
humor. He’s wicked
smart, does great in
school — with all advanced classes — and
can build amazing Lego
creations from his imagination.
If he could have any
superpower, he’d want to
be able to change himself
into an animal, specifically a cheetah so that in
the event of an emergency, he could “carry all
the babies on [his] back
and run them to safety.”
This year Joshua
learned that “everything
is made out of atoms” and
he hopes to one day be famous for his intelligence.
With such an active, inquisitive mind, it does
Joshua good to see new

places and tr y new
things. He’d like to be
part of a family that’s onthe-go and involved in
their community.
Despite all that Joshua
has endured, he keeps a
genuine smile on his face
and an openness in his
heart. He deserves to be
part of an active, engaging
two-parent home that can
advocate for his education, support his dreams
and encourage him to
shoot for the stars.
If you are interested in
knowing more about
Joshua and other children
in foster care available for
adoption, or if you would
like to become a foster
parent, mentor, partner or
volunteer, please contact
LaKay Fayson, recruitment coordinator for One
Church One Child of
Florida’s SunCoast Region at (813) 740-0210 or
lakay_fayson@ococfl.org.
For more information,
please visit www.ococfl.org.

Meet The Challenger’s latest columnist
Hi. My name is Faye
Tippy. I moved to St. Pete
two years ago. I am a for-

mer vice president of marketing for Time Warner
Chicago and former adjunct professor at Indiana
University in Gary.
I’m happy here mostly.
You can’t beat the
weather (except in summer), the water or the activities. The location and
the economy are working
for me!
I live downtown so it
took a minute for racism
to reach me directly. And
it happened at the airport

one night when I was
coming
back
from
Chicago. I am always on
the lookout; unfortunately, as blacks in America
regardless
of
education, income or culture, that is our reality.
And I had to realize I was
in the South.
What galled me most
about the encounter at the
airport is that the woman,
who was drunk, didn’t
even realize the countless
ways she was insulting

AFRICAN
AMERICAN
HISTORY

FRONT AND CENTER
BY JACQUELINE
HUBBARD, ESQ.
ASALH President

During the Civil War,
racism placed black soldiers in extreme peril. By
1862, black soldiers comprised approximately 10
percent of the Union
Army, or nearly 180,000
black troops.
Author Drew Gilpin
Faust wrote in her highly
acclaimed book “This Republic of Suffering: Death
and the American Civil
War” that black troops
represented an “intolerable provocation” to the
Confederate Army. She
posits that if they permitted black troops to serve
as soldiers, this would
suggest that their whole
theory of slavery was
wrong.
The terrifying actuality of a force of armed
black men seemed equivalent to a slave uprising
launched by the federal
government against the
South. White southerners
feared and detested black
troops.
Confederate
troops regarded black
Union troops as “devils.”
There were many
atrocities
committed
against black troops dur-

ing the Civil War, but perhaps the most horrible
was the Fort Pillow Massacre. The bloodbath occurred in April 1864 when
Confederate
Officer
Nathan Bedford Forest’s
men stormed Union
troops at Fort Pillow in
Tennessee, overtook the
fort and killed nearly all of
the 300 black Union
troops rather than taking
them as prisoners of war.
Black troops were
killed as they tried to surrender; they were killed
as they ran away; they
were killed as they lay in
hospital tents; they were
killed in groups, and they
were killed individually all
by Confederate troops.
Another one of many
atrocities
committed
against black Union
troops includes an incident after the Battle of the
Crater in 1864, where
Faust said wounded black
soldiers begging for water
“were killed by bayonet
thrusts.”
A subsequent order
was relayed to Confederate troops “to kill them
all,” which Faust said the
command was willingly
obeyed. General Robert
E. Lee, only a few hundred yards away, did noth-

ing to intervene.
The Confederacy declared by April 1863 that
it would make no black
soldiers as prisoners of
war, dictating that they
should be killed instead.
In “From Slavery to Freedom: A History of Negro
Americans” by John
Hope Franklin and Alfred
Moss (6th Ed.), the authors stated that after
1862, “Hardly a battle
was fought to the end of
the war in which some
Negro troops did not
meet the enemy.”
Southerners were outraged at the North’s use
of black soldiers. From
the beginning of hostilities, the Confederate leadership had to decide
whether to treat black soldiers captured in battle as
slaves in insurrection or,
as the Union insisted, as
prisoners of war.
Shortly before the
massacre, Union Gen.
William T. Sherman was
assembling troops in
Chattanooga, Tenn., in anticipation of his drive on
Atlanta. Forrest, who had
already earned a reputation as a violent commander who often issued
“surrender or die” ultimatums to Union troops,

me. I think she thought
that I should be grateful
that she was talking to
me; that I should be
thankful that I was educated. We shouldn’t demand anymore. Slavery
was over.
I went to the scene of
Markeis McGlockton’s
murder in Clearwater,
and it chilled me to the
bone. That could have
been my son or nephew.
I am happy to see that
some conversations on

race are being held in St.
Pete. White privilege is
real, racism ain’t dead—
implicit and explicit—and
opportunities for black advancement
are
still
blocked. And yes, affirmative action is still needed.
I was blessed with a
strong, educated family
for generations. Not
everyone was, I know.
Demographics
are
changing in St. Pete.
More of Midwest and east
coast folks are moving

here along with younger
professionals. We are
used to equitable diversity.
At this moment in
time, St. Pete has the opportunity to be a model
city.
Check out my new column called “On the Scene
with Faye” on page 9. Let
me know how you like it!
“A rising tide lifts all
vboats.” – John F. Kennedy

The Fort Pillow Massacre of
black Union troops in 1864

Fort Pillow Massacre as depicted by “Harper’s Weekly,” April 1864.
hoped that his raid on
Fort Pillow would halt
General
Sherman’s
progress.
Fort Pillow held a
force of between 500 and
600 troops, consisting of
unionist
southerners,
Confederate deserters
and about 300 black soldiers. Forrest had 1,500 to
2,500 Confederate cavalrymen who surrounded
the Fort on the morning
of April 12, 1864.
Confederate
and
Union witnesses stated
that Union soldiers, most
of whom were black, were
gunned down after attempting to surrender.
Many more were shot as
they fled. Between 277
and 295 Union troops
were killed, with only 14-

18 Confederates losing
their lives.
Though the Union
troops surrendered and
thus should have been
taken as prisoners of war,
they were killed. This refusal to accept black
troops as prisoners of war
was inhumane and barbaric. The Confederates’
refusal to treat black
troops as traditional prisoners of war infuriated the
North and led to the
Union’s refusal to participate in any further prisoner exchanges.
Allegations of the massacre were made immediately following the battle.
A congressional committee was asked to investigate the matter to
ascertain what had hap-

pened. The congressional
committee determined
the Fort Pillow Massacre
was a massacre without
parallel.
Black Union troops
used the massacre at Fort
Pillow as a rallying cry as
they continued their battle for freedom. Ultimately, the Union troops
defeated the Confederacy
in 1865, ending the Civil
War.
Attorney Jacqueline
Hubbard graduated from
the Boston University
Law School. She is currently the president of the
St. Petersburg Branch of
the Association for the
Study of African American
Life and History, Inc.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Conscious medicine and medical
cannabis
Dear Editor:
On Sept. 9, I attended
the 2018 Florida Medical
Cannabis Conference in
Tampa, based on a lastminute invite by a friend in
the medical field. I thought
to myself: “It’s Saturday
morning, and I’m not doing
anything else, so why not
go and learn the facts about
the topic from those who
have the most knowledge?”
Outside of experimenting in my younger years,
recreational marijuana was
never something I used,
but I have always recognized that it has medicinal
value. I was surprised by
how much information and
understanding that I
gained at the conference.
Florida legalized medical marijuana in 2016,
making it the 26th state in
the U.S. to do so, and in
2017, conditions were expanded. Below is a list of
the medical conditions that
are qualified for medical
cannabis use under the
Florida Statutes 381.986
(2):
• Cancer
• Epilepsy
• Glaucoma
• Positive status for
human immunodeficiency virus
• Acquired immune deficiency syndrome
• Post-traumatic stress
disorder
• Amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis
• Crohn’s disease
• Parkinson’s disease
• Multiple sclerosis
• A terminal condition diagnosed by a physician
other than the qualified
physician issuing the
physician certification
• Chronic nonmalignant
pain
The presentation that
was of most interest to me
was presented by Terel S.
Newton, M.D., a Jacksonville-based interven-
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tional pain management
specialist with certifications in FMA/FOMA lowTHC
cannabis,
anesthesiology, treatment
of opioid dependence, advanced cardiac life support
and pain medicine.
Oh, and he was the only
black man on the lineup of
more than 27 presenters.
Dr. Newton provided
information about dosage
levels for patients with ailments
ranging
from
ADHD to PTSD, and from
Alzheimer’s to HIV/AIDS.
He even explained the various parts of the marijuana
plant and what parts are
medicinal or nutritional.
At the conference, I
spoke in depth with the
only other black man in attendance, Dr. Andre C.
Hines, also known as “The
Other Dr. Dre.” He is a seasoned chiropractor and
practitioner of conscious
medicine, the practice of
bridging non-traditional
and effective medicine with
ancient spirituality.
Dr. Hines recently
opened a new clinic, CLI Integrative Medicine, in Palm
Harbor. His clinic offers a
team approach to health
and healing using functional medicine, and he encourages his patients to
consider
natural
approaches before surgery.
I met first Dr. Hines
when an attorney I work
with recommended that I
attend one of his monthly
events called “Dinner with
the Doc.” For this event, he
invites a group of people
from the community to
have dinner at a local
restaurant and he shares
the ideas and background
on his approach.
At the Dinner with the
Doc event I attended, the
valuable information given
about stem cell treatment
and Platelet Rich Plasma
(PRP) injections to treat
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knee injuries was truly enlightening. Dr. Hines is
adamant about wanting to
focus on bringing the community together and educating the public on their
options that have long-term
benefits as well as the
downfalls of traditional
medicine.
When asked how he
sees medical cannabis as a
cog in the wheel of holistic,
or conscious, medicine, Dr.
Hines stated, “It’s the only
medical treatment that has
been around for thousands
of years and have the lowest amount of side effects,
deaths and overdoses. It
produces far more benefits
than a majority of medications currently on the market.”
Although
medical
cannabis is becoming more
mainstream, for a large
part of the population there
is still a stigma associated
with it. Such thinking, according to Dr. Hines, can
“limit some amazing alternatives treatments from
the marijuana plant such as
pain management and
other health benefits.”
A fun fact: In a recent
Gallup poll, 64 percent of
Florida
respondents
wanted the use of recreational marijuana to be legalized. This is the highest
response rate in favor of legalization that Gallup has
recorded since 1969.
Considering the level of
issues that Florida has with
opioid addiction stemming
from pain management,
Dr. Hines said, “Medical
cannabis is a far safer, affordable and non-toxic option. It has a far better track
record than any pain medications.”
At the Florida Medical
Cannabis
Conference,
there were mostly medical
professionals, such as
Sasha N. Noe, D.O, Ph.D.,
who is a dual doctorate,
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board-certified
family
physician and medical
cannabis physician, as well
as a renowned speaker on
the matter. There were also
patients who were looking
for answers. One woman
expressed her concern
about the doctor with
whom she recently consulted that did not assess
her full condition and just
prescribed
her
the
cannabis.
Dr. Newton’s presentation was balanced; he
showed the potential risks
of cannabis treatment and
the dosage needs of those
who have never been
recreational
marijuana
users versus those who
had smoked recreationally
throughout their life.
The conference got me
to thinking – with the many
benefits of medical marijuana being legalized in
more than 30 states—some
for medicinal purposes
only and others for recreational as well—where
does that leave us? Black
men and women, in large
numbers, have been incarcerated for marijuana possession charges in many of
these states.
In San Diego, Proposi-
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tion 64 was passed, which
allowed the possibility of a
felony conviction of marijuana possession to be reduced to a misdemeanor
and some charges to be
dismissed or expunged.
The question is: Would
states with a high prison
population and garner high
revenue from mass incarceration allow the legalization of marijuana? If so,
would they allow retroactive reduction of sentences?
Louisiana, Oklahoma
and Alabama have some of
the highest numbers of inmates per 100,000 residents – neither of these
states has legalized recreational marijuana; however,
Oklahoma and Louisiana
have passed laws legalizing
medical marijuana.
I asked Dr. Hines his
opinion regarding a possible correlation between the
states that have not legalized marijuana, at least
recreationally, and the
states with the higher
prison populations who
would potentially lose revenue by the legalization of
marijuana.
Dr. Hines stated, “First,
one must revisit the history

H A L L E N G E R

.

of marijuana and how it became illegal. There was an
agenda for pushing the
marijuana industry into
hiding by using racial fearmongering to force the
felony designation to its
possession. This led to a
disproportionate crackdown in neighborhoods
and ethnic areas for possession.
“Majority of the prisons
are privately owned and
need a way to recoup their
investment in government
detention centers. Legalization of marijuana would
force the restructuring of
the prisoner sentences,
charges, leading to expungement from records.”
As with anything that
has previously been criminalized and stigmatized,
marijuana will not be accepted by all people, regardless of its proven
benefits to those who truly
need it. The key is to push
education on the topic,
thwart false information
and encourage others to do
their own research on the
subject.
Isn’t it “high time” that
we lose all preconceived
notions and learn the facts?
Ylana Palmer
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Police death cameras supported by Chief Holloway and
Mayor Kriseman, Part 2
Dear Editor:
As I mentioned last
week, cameras across
America are recording the
deaths of African Americans at the hands of police
officers in astronomical
numbers, not to mention
the beatings of minorities.
Yet, Mayor Rick Kriseman, St. Petersburg Police
Chief Holloway and the
city council feel that there
is no need for body cameras, but instead, favor police death cameras.
These death cameras
are activated when the officer pulls his gun from his
holster when he or she is
about to shoot, unlike
body cameras that will
allow video footage of the
engagement of citizens
once the officer arrives on
the scene and everything
that leads up to an incident.
The National Christian
League
of
Councils
(NCLC) has twice provided council members,
Mayor Kriseman and
Chief Holloway all national evidence supporting
the implementation of
body cams. In 2013, the
U.S. Justice Department
asked the Police Executive Research Forum
(PERF) to identify the issues raised by this new
technology and to produce recommendations
for police agencies that
may be interested in deploying body cameras.
PERF is recognized as
the premier law enforcement independent re-

search organization that
focuses on critical issues
in policing. Since its
founding in 1976, PERF
has identified best practices on fundamental issues such as reducing
police use of force, developing community policing
and
problem-oriented
policing, using technologies to deliver police services to the community and
evaluating crime reduction strategies.
PERF findings state
that there are clear benefits:
1. Body cameras can
help to de-escalate encounters between officers
and members of the public because most people
tend to behave better if
they know they are being
recorded.
2. Some police chiefs
who have deployed cameras tell us that confrontational
incidents
and
complaints against officers decline.
3. Cameras sometimes
uncover problems with officers’ training that can be
remedied.
4. Cameras can provide officers with protection
against
false
complaints, or they can
provide important evidence if an officer’s actions are improper.
5. Cameras can give
the community a sense
that their police are accountable for their actions.
Additionally, President
Barak Obama announced

his federal program on
Dec. 1, 2013, of $263 million for community policing and a $75 million body
camera initiative dedicated
to providing purchase assistance for our nation’s
police departments.
If council members
would have embraced this
presidential initiative on
Nov. 6, 2014, when Mayor
Kriseman told the city
council that his official position is that he deferred
to his chief of police’s position of opposing the
NCLC initiative that council adopt a new policy requiring all officers who
carry a badge and a gun to
wear body cams, it would
have helped defer 50 percent of the cost of purchase of body cams
through the federal grant.
In 2016, the Major
Cities Chiefs Association
and Major County Sheriffs
of America found that
nearly every large police
department in a nationwide survey said it plans
to move forward with
body-worn cameras, with
95 percent either committed to body cameras or
having completed their
implementation.
The calls for body
cams were amplified when
The Wall Street Journal reported how successful police wearable cameras
have been in California.
The report spotlighted
how their use in Rialto,
Calif., in San Bernardino
County, servicing 100,000
residents witnessed com-

plaints against police officers falling by almost 90
percent.
Rialto’s Police Chief
William A. Farrar stated in
2014 that “When you put a
camera on a police officer,
they tend to behave a little
better, follow the rules a
little better and if a citizen
knows the officer is wearing a camera, chances are
the citizen will behave a little better.”
Denver Police Chief
stated on Aug. 28, 2014,
that “The only officers
who would have a problem with body cameras
are bad officers.”
In an interview with
the Denver Post, Denver
Police Chief Robert White
said that body-mounted
cameras would serve as
an impartial record, protecting both the police officer and the party making
the complaint.
“Citizens should know
officers are being held accountable,” White told the
newspaper.
In 2014, Ocala Police
Chief Greg Graham told
Ocala Star-Banner that the
cameras add transparency
and are “just a better way
of policing.”
In 2014, Fort Valley’s
Public Safety Director
Lawrence Spurgeon said
body cams have eliminated a lot of complaints,
helps the officers writes
reports and have been
great in courtroom testimony.
Daytona Beach Police
Chief Mike Chitwood

stated, “The video cameras will protect everyone:
the city from baseless lawsuits, the officers from
false accusation and the
public from police misconduct.”
In 2014, Florida Police
Chiefs Association Executive Director Amy Mercer
said more municipalities
are considering issuing
body cameras, and the Associated Press reported
on Thursday, Oct. 9, 2014,
that, Metro Savannah police were proposing a plan
to buy 360 body cams.
It doesn’t take four
years to study body cams.
And to tell the council,
media and the public that
he’s still studying body
cams, the chief must be
doing a dissertation for a
doctorate, but he gets no
academic credit from this
community. It’s procrastination at its best and purposeful
refusal
to
implement
technology
that makes his officers accountable at its worst.
“If you put a camera on
a gun, it’s only going to
work when you pull your
gun,” said Deputy Chief
Timothy Trainor of the
New York Police Department. “We’re more concerned about capturing
(all) interactions between
the community that we
are tasked to serve and
the officers.”
The NCLC encourages every citizen to appeal to council members
that they oppose Chief
Holloway and Mayor’s

Kriseman’s death cameras
and lobby their council
person to vote to adopt
body cams whose sound
cannot be muted or video
cannot be turned off at the
officer’s discretion to hide
the specifics of police
shootings,
excessive
force, impropriety, police
brutality, racial profiling,
sexual, ethnic, racial and
religious harassment, discrimination or intimidation of the general public.
If Dr. King were alive
today, he most certainly
would not be advocating
police death cams.
It’s simple. Michael
Brown in Missouri, Eric
Gardner in New York,
Stephon Clark in Sacramento, Calif., and Lamont
Stephens at the Shell Gas
Station on March 9 in St.
Pete deserved a third impartial irrefutable eyewitness! Body cams are our
third eye and ear, not police death cams! The
NCLC, ACLU Florida and
the
African-American
community cries out:
“Give us the body cams!”
Sevell C. Brown, III
NCLC National Director
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Black community must vote this Nov.
From CRIST, front page

is deliberate so voters will either not get through the
whole ballot or will be confused on the issues.
“The way it’s worded becomes very convoluted so
that no means yes and yes
means no,” stated Williams.
With Andrew Gillum
being the first African-American gubernatorial nominee
in the state of Florida, Rev.
Frank Peterman, senior pastor of The Rock of Jesus
Missionary Baptist Church,
did not mince his words
when it came to energizing
black voters.
“You say you have your
first black candidate, come
out and vote for him,” Peterman said. “If we go out and
say it and make it very clear,
that’s how we get AfricanAmerican voters excited;
otherwise it’s apathy.”
Williams
believes
Gillum is the candidate to
not only energize the Dem-

ocratic base but to also garner the Independent vote.
“There are a lot of Independent voters and if he captures that group that Obama
won twice, we can really
change the lay of the land in
Tallahassee.”
Rev. J.C. Pritchett of
Faith Church is looking
ahead to the 2020 election.
He said by restoring the
rights of the roughly 1.4 million people who are currently disenfranchised back
on the voting role in 2020,
we will help choose the next
president.
On the issue of drugs in
the African-American community, Rev. Basha Jordan
wanted to know what could
be done about the monies
that have been appropriated
to the opioid epidemic
reaching minority communities. He said black people
have been dying in untold
numbers for years from co-

caine, heroin and alcohol,
but when whites starting
dying of opioid addiction,
there are now federal funds
available.
Since these funds are
divvied out in federal grants,
Crist said he and another
senator are looking into
making sure that there is a
separate allocation of federal
funds that will be appropriated to the African-American community that won’t
require “some fancy grant
writing ability.”
But Williams said the
symptom and not the problem is being treating. He
said drugs are reaching
communities by legal
means such as pain management clinics, which are
being funded by people
whose sole purpose is to
make money off an addicted
public.
“Medicare and Medicaid are running the bulk of

the money that is being
spent. The money that is
being spent is legal money
that was intended for people
with real illness, but because
of these quirks in the legislative system, you have legal
drug dealers hiding behind
pain management signs.”
Jordan added that drugs
have become a means of
economic preservation in
the African-American community because black people are disproportionately
incarcerated over drug offenses and are unable to find
work once released.
“It’s amazing how former felons can’t get jobs;
however, the federal government is making millions of
dollars on the backs of the
incarcerated. If they can
work while incarcerated,
they need to be provided
jobs when they are not incarcerated.”
Crist said the answer to

that is voting for Amendment 4.
“This is how you get
people the opportunity to
have gainful employment
and take away the economic
problem we are dealing with
of addiction because they
have a job that is legit.”
The
Governor’s
Clemency Board studies
have shown that recidivism
rates drop about 30 percent
if a person has their voting
rights restored. Another
study shows that with a
lower recidivism rate, costs
of incarceration go down,

employment goes up and
that the positive impact on
the Florida economy is $365
million per year.
To learn more about the
2018 Constitutional Amendments on the ballot this
Nov.,
log
on
to
www.lwvfl.org/amendments/.
Early voting begins
Monday, Oct. 22 – Sunday,
Nov. 4. Deadline to request
a mail-in ballot is by 5 p.m.
on Oct. 31. Log on to
www.votepinellas.com to
find your polling place.
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Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
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Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
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1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623
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The chiropractor
BY INDHIRA SUERO
ACOSTA
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Dr. Faye Golden is a medical entrepreneur. She
owns the Dove Chiropractic Medicine, Inc. where
she offers chiropractic care
and provides alternative
medicine services for pain
management. Recently she
put her practice on hold to
travel to Liberia with her
nonprofit, Dove Love, Inc.,
where she is now providing
health care to the needy in
Monrovia.
Dr. Golden always
knew that she wanted to be
a physician. When trying to
decide what kind of doctor
she wanted to be, someone
told her to figure out the
kind of patients that she
wanted to work with.
She realized that she
wanted to see patients looking to solve their health issues, not just people
searching for a Band-Aid®
for their problems.
One aspect she enjoyed
when becoming a physician was learning that
there are many ways to
treat and help people heal,
all without the use of harsh
and toxic substances.
As an undergraduate
student, the doctor was a
toxicology and pharmacology biomedical research
scholar at Morehouse
School of Medicine in Atlanta. She earned her doctorate of chiropractic
medicine from Life University in Marietta, Ga., and
was the recipient of their
scholarship program with
research on the reduction
of hypertension through
noninvasive and no pharmacological methods.
Doctors of chiropractic
medicine are first preventative medicine doctors.
They provide prevention,
wellness and primary care.
Unfortunately, most people

associate chiropractic medicine with car accidents and
neck and back pain.
According
to
Dr.
Golden, even when they
are the best at addressing
those issues, they are preventative and holistic physicians.
She feels that AfricanAmerican women are
sparsely represented as
doctors of chiropractic
medicine. One of the main
challenges confronted by
Dr. Golden—when deciding to pursue a degree in
chiropractic medicine—
was that the profession requires costly advanced
academic training.
“The typical costs for an
undergrad and graduate
school combined hovers
around $200,000,” she said.
However, it’s not a matter of being able to take out
student loans to pay for
your tuition, room, and
books, she said, but to pursue a degree requires a
strict sense of courage to
go forward and to overcome the academic hurdle.
After earning her degree, she was confronted
with the fact that the majority of chiropractic physicians were self-employed.
Apart from being doctors,
they need to learn to be
CEOs and business people
responsible for running a
healthcare organization.
“When you bear that responsibility, and you’re
coming in with a large
amount of student loans,
and when you come from
an ethnic background, it’s
very difficult to open a
practice.”
When in St. Pete, Dr.
Golden hopes to shorten
the learning curve with
other minorities interested
in becoming business owners by taking part in the
Tampa Bay Black Business
Investment
Corp.’s
CATCH small business

program. The 15-week
business program is designed to train business
owners in areas specializing in all aspects of business, monthly mentoring
and access to a CPA on site.
In her healthcare practice, she not only experienced the joy of being able
to provide health care to
her patients but also working with a top-notch team:
three physicians, one nurse
practitioner and a front office employee that all work
hard to make the clinic successful.
The team also served
smaller assisted and independent living facilities that
tend to lack resources to
give a variety of healthcare
to their patients and personnel.
Since so many people
received healthcare at her
clinic and were unable to
pay, she was forced to close
her doors.
“Clinics require money
to keep the doors open,
and underserved patients
often cannot afford the
care. Ultimately, the clinic
did not receive enough
support from stakeholders
with the financial means to
keep the service in the
community,” she said.
Aside from caring for
the needy in Monrovia,
Liberia, she helps raise
money to support the College of Science and Allied
Health at the African
Methodist Episcopal University.
Church and community
As a part of Mt. Zion
AME
Port
Tampa
Women’s Missionary Society, Dr. Golden has a mandate for service and
outreach to the community.
While her office was open,
she tried to translate her
work in the church to her
own practice by providing
healthcare services with

missionary outreach. She
offered free vitamins and
sleeping bags for the
homeless, among other
benefits.
For her, the hardest aspect of being a doctor is
trying to help everyone.
“You want to see people
live and not die, but at the
end of the day patients
have autonomy, and they
have the right to choose.
You have to respect when a
patient makes a choice,”
Dr. Golden said. “All you
can do as a doctor is to get
up, tell your patients the
truth, deliver what they
need and pray that they
make a choice to live and
not die.”
What Dr. Golden
misses most about St. Pete
is talking long walks downtown on the waterfront.
She loves the extraordinary amount of diversity
here with both natives and
transplants.
With such a mix of communities of varying interests, backgrounds, beliefs
and religious perspectives,
it’s a crucial detail to re-

spect. She said as a doctor,
you can find yourself falling
into a very narrow approach to a community,
which is very dangerous
being a healthcare provider.
She can see a connection between St. Pete and
Monrovia in that both cities
have a diverse economic
population.
“The population is one
million. There is a lot of
poverty mixed in with
wealth. Similar to St. Pete,
you can find really nice
homes in proximity to low-

income housing areas,”
she said, adding that both
cities’ social circles revolve
around the church and
family.
For women in St. Pete
and in Monrovia, she recommends that they be relentless in their pursuits of
health and financial stability because no one will care
about them more than they
care about themselves.
This story is part of a 50article series honoring black
women in the Tampa Bay
area.

Dr. Faye Golden specialized in chiropractic rehabilitation,
headache management and more before moving to
Liberia to provide healthcare to the needy.

HEALTHY LIVING
NATURALLY
By Dr. Ramona Valentine

What are the health risks of being
overweight or obese?
1. Coronar y Heart
Disease — As your
body mass index rises,
so does your risk for
coronary heart disease
(CHD). CHD is a condition in which a waxy substance called plaque
builds up inside the coronary arteries. These arteries supply oxygen-rich
blood to your heart.
Plaque can narrow or
block the coronary arteries and reduce blood
flow to the heart muscle.
This can cause angina or
a heart attack. Obesity
can also lead to heart failure. This is a serious
condition in which your
heart can’t pump enough
blood to meet your
body’s needs.
2. High Blood
Pressure — High blood
pressure is the force of
blood pushing against
the walls of the arteries
as the heart pumps
blood. If this pressure
rises and stays high over
time, it can damage the
body in many ways. Your
chances of having high
blood pressure are
greater if you’re overweight or obese.
3. Stroke — Being
overweight or obese can
lead to a build-up of
plaque in your arteries.
Eventually, an area of

plaque can rupture, causing a blood clot to form.
If the clot is close to your
brain, it can block the
flow of blood and oxygen
to your brain and cause a
stroke. The risk of having a stroke rises as BMI
increases.
4. Type 2 Diabetes
— Diabetes is a disease
in which the body’s
blood glucose, or blood
sugar, level is too high.
Normally, the body
breaks down food into
glucose and then carries
it to cells throughout the
body. The cells use a hormone called insulin to
turn the glucose into energy.
In type 2 diabetes, the
body’s cells do not use
insulin properly. At first,
the body reacts by making more insulin. Over
time, however, the body
can’t produce enough insulin to control its’ blood
sugar level.
Diabetes is a leading
cause of early death,
CHD, stroke, kidney disease and blindness. Most
people who have type 2
diabetes are overweight.
5. Cancer — Being
overweight or obese
raises your risk for
colon, breast, endometrial and gallbladder cancers.

6. Gallstones —
Gallstones are hard
pieces of stone-like material that form in the gallbladder. They’re mostly
made of cholesterol.
Gallstones can cause
stomach or back pain.
People who are overweight or obese are at increased risk of having
gallstones. Also, being
overweight may result in
an enlarged gallbladder
that doesn’t work well.
7. Abnormal Blood
Fats — If you are overweight or obese, you will
be at an increased risk of
having abnormal levels
of blood fats. These include high levels of
triglycerides and LDL
(bad) cholesterol and
low levels of HDL
(good) cholesterol. Normal levels of these blood
fats are a factor for CHD.
8. Sleep Apnea —
Sleep apnea is a common
disorder in which you
have one or more pauses
in breathing or shallow
breaths while you sleep.
A person who has sleep
apnea may have more fat
stored around the neck.
This can narrow the airway, making it hard to
breathe.
9.
Reproductive
Problems — Obesity
can cause menstrual is-

sues and infertility in
women.
10. Osteoarthritis
— Osteoarthritis is a
common joint problem of
the knees, hips and
lower back. The condition occurs if the tissue
that protects the joints
wears away. Extra weight
can put more pressure
and wear on joints, causing pain.
11. Obesity Hypoventilation
Syndrome (OHS) — OHS
is a breathing disorder

that affects some obese
people. In OHS, poor
breathing results in too
much carbon dioxide
(CO2) causing hypoventilation and too little oxygen in the blood called
hypoxemia. OHS can
lead to other serious
health problems and
even death.
Being overweight or
obese isn’t just a cosmetic problem. These
conditions significantly
raise your risk for other
health problems.

If you have any questions regarding this article, please email me at
doctor valentine@aslimmeryou.us
Dr. Valentine is a
weight loss consultant, a
health consultant and a
chiropractor. You can
reach her at 855-771SLIM (7546) or stop by A
Slimmer You at 10300
49th St. N, Suite 211. Log
on
to
www.aslimmeryou.us for
more information.
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Meet Rhythm the dolphin with tap dance shoes on his tails
DUNEDIN — Kayla
Cowart, the Tap Girl of
Florida, is creating quite a
splash in Pinellas with her
Dolphin “Rhythm”—the
newest addition to Clearwater’s Dolphin Trail and
the official mascot of the
Florida Tap Dance Project.
Clearwater’s Dolphin
Trail is a unique artistic
initiative featuring a growing pod of more than 175
six-foot tall fiberglass dolphins, each individually
designed by a local artist
and sponsored by an area
business.
Clearwater has always
been an incredible location for dolphin watching.
It is the place to meet
America’s most famous
dolphin: Winter, the dolphin with no tail. And now
it is also the place to encounter Rhythm, the dolphin with tap shoes for
tails.
The
Florida
Tap
Dance Project held its ribbon-cutting event Saturday, Sept. 15 after which
Rhythm was unveiled in
front of Patricia Ann
Dance Studios on 941
Douglas
Street
in
Dunedin, its permanent
home.
More than 200 wellwishers gathered in attendance including Dunedin
Mayor Julie Ward Bujalski, Pinellas County Commissioner and former
Mayor of Dunedin Dave
Eggers, Patricia Ann McNally, owner of Patricia
Ann Dance Studios and
daughter of the studio’s

founder Elaine Forestier
and the Tap Dance Ambassadors of Florida
(Morgan Storrison, Ruth
Ann Martin, Ashlyn
Bolton
and
Aubrey
Cheek).
The dolphin is sponsored by Cowart who has
plans to create a Rhythm
Tap Dance Trail within
Clearwater’s
Dolphin
Trail. The trail will establish cultural landmarks in
the local tap dance community as well as reflect
some of the milestones in
Cowart’s career path to an
Off-Broadway performer.
The first dolphin was
dedicated in honor of the
late Ms. Elaine Forestier,
who founded Patricia Ann
Dance Studios more than
56 years ago. She was an
avid tap dancer, and she
loved to choreograph
large production tap
dance numbers using
themes from some of the
most endearing Broadway musicals.
Cowart, who also dedicated her inaugural
Dunedin Tap Dance Festival in Forestier’s honor,
said that Forestier nurtured her love for musical
theater and fueled her
passion for tap dance.
Befittingly, Rhythm is
dressed for a night out on
Broadway. He looks like
he was outfitted by an expert stylist, sporting a formal tuxedo with accent
colors and accessories.
The highlight of this
handsome Dolphin is his
attractive tap dance shoes
retrofitted on his dolphin

CONNECT WITH US!

tail.
Rhythm’s artist is
Robert Daltry, a self-employed artist and degreed
illustrator that works in
various mixed mediums.
Daltry specializes in airbrush painting and is a
well sought after artist for
Clearwater’s
Dolphin
Trail.
“This is the first time,
I have been asked to put
shoes on one of these dolphins,” said Daltry, whose
works includes a large
share of dolphins on the
trail, including dolphins
that he airbrushed for the
Tampa Bay Rays, the
Philadelphia Phillis and
the coast guard to name a
few.
“I wanted Rhythm to
stand out from the other
dolphins on the Clearwater Dolphin Trail. That is
one of the things that I
love most about the Clearwater Dolphin Trail; the
art displays unite our
communities. It allows
you to be imaginative and
express yourself while
being part of something
that is bigger than you,
something really beautiful,” asserted Cowart.
Home to Patricia Ann
Dance Studios, Cowart
spent most of her free
time in Dunedin as a
child. Voted the “Best Little Walking Town in
America” by Walking
Magazine, she felt right at
home in the dance studio
located in the quaint city
with a hometown feel.
Unique in every aspect, Cowart believes that

Rhythm will be right at
home on Douglas located
a stone throw away from
the restaurants and shops
on Main Street. From relaxing in Pioneer Park to
enjoying the waterfront
dining of the marina, she
is thrilled that the first
stop on the Rhythm Tap
Dance Trail is located in
the City of Dunedin’s vibrant downtown district.
Daltry said he feels
privileged to be a part of
the plans to expand the
Rhythm Dolphin Tap
Dance Trail in Pinellas
County.
“I enjoyed bringing
Kayla’s vision for Rhythm
to life. I believe that he is
one of the most animated
dolphins on the Clearwater Dolphin Trail, and he
is definitely the best
dressed,” added Daltry.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Second annual HBCU college fair
From HBCU, front page

Free
ee Sprink
i klerr Sys
Sy
ystem Checkk-up
St. Petersburg residents:
Is your sprinkler system watering as efﬁciently as it can?
To help answer this question, the city is offering a free
check-up to customers irrigating with
potable (city), well, or reclaimed water.
Participants in the program will receive at No Charge:



 



  




















 












To be eligible, you must be a city of
St. Petersburg water customer, and your
property must:

For the students who
attended the recruitment
fair, they are at one of the
most critical intersections
in their young lives where
they must decide which
scholastic highway will
take them to the academic
success that they need to
begin a fulfilling career.
This past Monday,
eight Pinellas County high
school students that attended the recruitment
fair met up at Panera
Bread on Fourth Street
North to reflect on what
they learned. Jack and Jill
youth leaders Crystal
Pruitt and Sonia King
were responsible for inviting the young adults and
their parents to the informal meeting.
The overarching discussion focused on three
important ideas that
HBCUs hold in high esteem: Scholarship, community and spirituality.
Four of the students
want to enter the medical
field after they complete
college. Tarpon Springs
High freshmen Jayvia
Martin said that she would
like to become an anesthesiologist.
“I found out that they
[can] make more than
what the doctor’s make,”
said Jayvia, who has already started researching
what the job entails.
According to the website Payscale, which conducts salary research, the
average annual salary of a
beginning anesthesiologist could start at approximately $240,000.00.
Countryside
High
School junior Julianna
Wardell is also interested
in pursuing a medical career, but she has not zeroed in on a particular field
yet. Nevertheless, Julianna
said that she is exploring
courses that could eventually lead her to a career.
“I’d like to travel and
learn about new diseases,
do research and learn how
to stop them,” said Julianna.
Some young people
are drawn to a career because they have been on
the receiving end of what
problem that career
solved. Shorecrest senior
Natalie Fort’s passion for
becoming an orthopedic
surgeon grew out of her
personal experience with
scoliosis, or curvature of
the spine.
“I was about eight or
nine or ten, and I had to go
see someone about it,”

said Natalie.
That someone was an
orthopedic surgeon, and
as a result of a successful
operation to correct the
curvature in her back, her
passion for becoming an
orthopedic surgeon still

burns.
“I haven’t done much
internet research on my
career because I really didn’t have to because it kinda
runs in my family,” said
See HBCU, page 9
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E-Mail: SensibleSprinkling@stpete.org
or call 727-551-3177

Please join

Limited time offer. Restrictio
ons may
apply. Installation off suggestted
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offer. Partial funding provide
ed
D[VJG5QWVJYGUV(NQTKFC9C
CVGT
Management District.

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Congressman
Charlie Crist
for our 2nd annual

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling

Community Block
Party & BBQ

Approved Rehabilitation
Contractor for:
City of Tampa,
Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg,
Pinellas County & Polk County

Saturday, October 13th
2:00 PM ² 5:00 PM

Over 40
Years in
Tampa
Bay
Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

Dell Holmes Park - Shelter #9
2741 22nd St S
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Please reach out to Evan Lawlor at 727-900-5274
or evan@charliecrist.com with any questions

PAID FOR BY CHARLIE CRIST FOR CONGRESS
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
On the
Scene
with Faye

Uplift, inspire, educate at Imagine Museum

BY FAYE TIPPY

ST. PETERSBURG – I
don’t use adjectives lightly.
I am from Chicago, and I
love the arts. I have no
skills whatsoever in that
department, so I’m always
fascinated by creativity
and beauty.
Imagine Museum is an
amazing experience for the
senses. Just the name alone
tells you something special
is in store. A new kid on the
block, Imagine is located in
downtown St. Pete and is
dedicated to the Contemporary American Studio Glass
Movement.
My neighbor invited
me to sneak a peek and
take a tour. She gave me an
education on studio glass
and then introduced me to
the world of glass art.
Born in the 60s, the
Studio Glass Movement
came to life with the invention of the first studio glass
furnace by Harvey Littleton, a ceramic artist who
understood the use of heat
as a way to manipulate natural materials as Dale Chihuly does.
Other artists introduced low-melting techniques that would fit into an
artist’s studio. Hence studio
art glass was born versus
factory glass art. Glass art
is now recognized as an essential part of contemporary American art.
Opened in Jan., Imag-

ine Museum is situated on
two floors. All galleries are
wheelchair accessible. The
museum store is on firstfloor grand hall entrance
and features limited editions of glass, gift items,
jewelry and books. It has a
café, theater and an education and professional development suite.
Jane Buckman, deputy
director of Imagine,
shared the founder’s vision of an affordable, accessible,
inspirational
community treasure. The
primary benefactor, Trish
Duggan, goal was to promote light, spirituality,
positivity and love.
“We’re all here to help
each other, said Buckman,
adding that the museum
is family friendly and is
purposefully centrally located in the heart of the
community. “We make it
affordable, and we want to
reach the variety of people
in our radius.”
For example, last
month Imagine held a Friday night cocktail party
with access to the collection
for only five dollars. Five
hundred people showed up
instead of the 100 projected.
Clearly, they are doing
something right.
They fit in with the
growing arts community in
St. Pete but also stand out in
the uniqueness.

From my generation to college students,
the museum is perfect
for those starving for
comfortable
social
events surrounded by
beauty. Not a bar scene,
Imagine is ideal for networking, while just enjoying music.
From St. Pete natives to those new to the
Burg, people are considering Imagine their new
home, or at least a jumping off spot not connected to beaches.
Not saying we don’t
love our beaches or marina, we just want more.
Imagine is getting
their name out by working in the community.
They are interested in
teaching and doing
demonstrations, and
have
collaborations
going with Academy
Prep and the Carter G.
Woodson African American History Museum.
They sponsored a
movie night at the Royal
Theater on the Deuces, and
professional groups such as
Working Women of Tampa
Bay are using the space for
seminars on professional
development.
Saturday, Nov. 10, the
Imagine Museum will host
a family-friendly event call
Family, Flame, Fun featuring flame glass blowing,

From HBCU, pagge 8

Boca Ciega senior Miles
Richardson, whose father,
uncle and cousin are attorneys.
“So I just ask them a lot
of questions about what
they had to do to get to
where they are, and I watch
a lot of ‘Law and Order’
too.”
Miles’ wide smile revealed his acceptance and
pride to carry on the family
tradition of being guardians
of justice. “And they won’t
let me veer off-track, really!” Miles chuckled.
Scholarship plus a community of like-minded individuals working together
can breed success, according to Shorecrest Preparatory sophomore Sebastian
Hasban.

“I thank my dad who is
friends with a lot of people
in information, so just talking to them helps me,” said
Sebastian, whose dream
job is to become a chief information officer. He firmly
believes that you are who
you surround yourself
with.
Lake Weir Marion
County senior Jalisa Ricketts probably never imagined what was in store for
her at the college fair. Because she accentuated
scholarship,
embodied
community and illuminated
spirituality, she was accepted to attend Florida
Memorial University in
Miami Gardens on the
spot.
Part two of this story

will focus on what happens
when the powerful influences of community building and spirituality lock
arms as demonstrated by
HBCU alumni who rewrote
the social contract for
African Americans and
other suppressed ethnic
groups in America.
For more information
about the Jack and Jill of
America and Shorecrest
Preparatory School annual
HBCUs College Fair, you
can contact Crystal L.
Pruitt at (727) 637-8738 or
email
her
at
CSPRUITT@msn.com.
To
reach
Allen
Buchanan,
email
abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

arts education projects,
tours, workshops, food
trucks and games all for $5.
The fun begins at 11 a.m.
and lasts until 4 p.m.
Upcoming additions to
the museum will include a
kid’s court, which will be an
exclusive area for children
to create. Also, storytelling
Improv in their theater will
be added.
Full disclosure, I am an

Imagine Museum member, with reciprocity
around the country in 800
museums. Great value. I
have a revolving door of
family visiting from Minnesota, Chicago and Indiana, and we’ve been doing
Orlando for years. Now
that I live here in St. Pete,
they want to explore what
I now have discovered.
For more info on mem-

berships and how to get involved, contact Lisa Ferrer,
associate director of development at 727-300-1700 ext.
105. Imagine Museum is located at 1901 Central Ave.,
St. Petersburg.
For more information,
log on to www.imaginemuseum.com.
To reach Faye Tippy,
email ftippy@theweeklychallenger.com
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

SERVICES
Sunday School: 8:30 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com
The Rev. Josie Rose, Priest-in-Charge

Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m. every Sunday
(Full breakfast served after service, $6.00)
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

Victory Christian Center Church

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

YOUR

CHURCH AD
COULD
BE HERE

Call: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
Let not your heart be
troubled: ye believe in God,
believe also in me. John 14:1
St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, Pastor Brian
K. Brown and members give
thanks to God for his continual mercy, grace and abundant blessings.
In keeping with this
year’s Church Anniversary
theme ‘Rejoice’, Pastor
Brown’s message on Sunday
came from Romans 12:18-21.
From the statement, ‘with a
world that seems to be growing more and more hostile
and divisive’, the question of
the day was ‘What Does the
Lord Require from His People?’. Paul’s words in these
verses provides us with answers. Verse 18 tells us to be
peaceful – we don’t have to
adapt to the evil of the day;
verse 19 tells us to be patient
– choose to wait on God and
verse 20 tells us to be positive – provide positive answers to negative moments.
The doors are open, and an
invitation is extended to worship with us on Sundays
where you can receive the
full depth of each message.
We continued our celebration of the blessing of 87
years God has provided for
St. Mark as the ‘Ship’
(Friendship M.B. Church)
sailed over to help us praise
God. Pastor Evans brought
a powerful word from the
book of Habakkuk 3:17-19.

Verse 18 was the key verse:
Yet I will rejoice in the Lord,
I will joy in the God of my salvation.
Pastor Evans admonished us from this
scripture that we should: accept the reality of life’s problems, adjust our attitude to
life’s problems, acknowledge
Almighty God and don’t give
up on Him knowing that in
all things we yet have reason
to rejoice. Once again, our
thanks to Pastor Evans and
the Friendship family for
being part of our celebration.
During this week Congress No. 2’s 5th Week Congressional Session takes
place at New Mt. Sinai from
September 26 – 28. On the
5th Sunday, Operation Love
takes place. Members and
ministries will make visits to
our sick and shut in members with fellowship and a
token our love.
Coming in October: St.
Mark is hosting the 103rd
Session of South Florida Progressive M. B. Association’s
Annual Session (October 9 –
13). Prior to the Conference,
a tent revival will take place
in Child’s Park from October
3 – 5. The Ministry Enhancement Conference will
be held from October 10 12, beginning at 9:30 a.m. –
4:30 p.m. Breakfast and
lunch will be provided as
part of the registration fee
for Women and Brotherhood
@$35 and Ministers @$60.

Evening Worship Services
are opened to everyone and
will be held nightly beginning at 7:30 p.m. The Youth
will have their Conference
on Saturday, October 13
(free to children of all ages).
The month of October is
the month of total celebration as we mark the 87th
year of St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church and burn our
mortgage! First up is an Anniversary Picnic on October
6 from 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Members, wearing their anniversary t-shirts, will gather
on the grounds for fun, fellowship and food! This is the
first of several celebratory
opportunities that lead to the
finale on October 21. To our
surrounding community we
invite you to join us as we
‘Rejoice’ in all that God has
provided St. Mark over the
past 87 years and as we go
forward in pursuit of Creation of a Bible-Based Haven
of Hope, Help and Healing.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays @
7:00 p.m.

Friendship MBC
Consider this your Official Boarding Pass. Where,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor/Captain and First Lady
Teresa L. Evans (have a
heart for the people), the Official Family and Members
welcome you aboard the SS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church (The Ship), we
trust that your time with us,
first
as
an
honored
visitor/guest and if the Lord
says so, become a part of our
Church Family. We set sail
every Wednesday starting
our with our Bread of Life
Ministry at 11:00 am, followed by Wednesday in the
Word (the Learning Arm of
our church) at 12:00 noon
and again at 7:00 pm. We
drop our Anchor until Sundays, where we set sail again
with our Early Morning
Worship Service at 7:45 am,
Church Sunday School (the
Teaching Arm of our faith)
begins at 9:30 pm and finally
our Mid Morning Worship
Service at 10:45 am. All are
Welcomed to use this Board-

ing Pass to experience the
“It;s just nice to be nice”
church.
Don't sit out
church, God has Blessed us
to much, we owe Him at
least a Thank You.
“The Ship” won't sail
without You! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods: Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st
Street South, St. Petersburg,
Florida 33712 - Church Office: (727) 906-8300 - E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live Streaming”:
Visit us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook Friendship Missionary Baptist Church and WCBDA
Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
Transporttion is available - Call the Church at
(727) 906-8300 – Monday –
Friday from 9:00 AM – 3:00
PM.
REVIVAL AT THE SHIP
CHURCH SCHEDULED
EVENT

Monday, October 1, 2018
at 7:00 pm 21/41 Pastor's
and First Family Appreciation Celebration, Prayer and
Planning Meeting, All interested members are encouraged to attend.
Sunday, September 30,
2018, FIFTH SUNDAY
SCHEDULE: 8:00 AM –
CHURCH SCHOOL AND
AT 8:45 AM – WORSHIP
SERVICE.
We the Friendship Family will worship with Greater
Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church on
Sunday, September 30, 2018
at 11:00 a.m. Pastor Clarance
Williams, Pastor. Pastor is
asking The Adult Mass
Choir, The Male Chorus and
Fifth Sunday Usher Ministry
to Serve. This is Pastor’s and
Mrs. Williams Appreciation
Celebration. Let’s have a
great presence.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER
20, 2018 AND 10:00 AM –
FOURTH
QUARTER
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Are you living up to your full potential?
Luke 18:29-30
Salvation is our spiritual awakening to our
divine nature and our unlimited potential.
Salvation takes place by grace and through
faith. Grace is God’s unmerited and unexplainable favor that supersedes laws and principles. “For the law came by Moses but grace
and truth came by Jesus Christ (John 1:17).”
Faith is that internal knowing that God is and
we are God’s offspring. “For without faith it
is impossible to please God for he that comes
to God must believe that he is and that he is
a rewarder of them that diligently seek him
(Hebrews 11:6).” Grace and faith are a powerful combination. “By grace are you saved
through faith. It is the gift of God. Not of
works lest any should boast (Ephesians 2:89).”
Although we are saved by grace and
through faith, we are rewarded for our
works. We demonstrate our salvation
through our works. “Work out your own salvation (Philippians 2:12).” Everyone receives

individual rewards for their works. Everyone
does receive the same reward because everyone is not doing the same work. Our rewards
are totally up to us.
Jesus Christ did a lot of work on the
earth. He preached the Gospel of the Kingdom and taught in parables. He healed the
sick and cleansed the lepers. He cast out negative influences and raised the dead. He
trained and developed his disciples. He was
rewarded for his works on the earth. “Wherefore, God highly exalted him and gave him a
name above every name (Philippians 2:510).”
Like Jesus Christ, God has given each of
gifts, talents, skills and abilities to be utilized
for the upbuilding of God’s kingdom. Our rewards are determined by whether we work
up to our fullest potential and fulfill our destiny while we are on the earth. Some rewards
we see immediately, and others manifest over
time. Often, we desire God’s rewards but we
are not willing to do God’s work.

First Mt. Zion MBC
The First Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist
church family would like to cordially invite
you to join us as we celebrate our Unity Day
activities.
On Sunday, October 14, the committee presents, “Christian Men and Women in Black and
White”. Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist Church,
Largo, FL with the Reverend Jerry Booker and
his congregation will be in charge. All are invited to come out in your black and white to join
in this spiritual celebration.
Sunday, October 28 during the 11:00 o’-

clock hour, the final worship service will take
place. The speaker for the occasion is the dynamic Sister Tarver, First Lady at St. John
Missionary Baptist Church, Clearwater,
Florida, where the Reverend Fleming Tarver
is pastor . This powerful women of God will
boldly proclaim the spoken word.
Members and ministries of the church
will also be recognized at this time.
First Mt. Zion is located at 1121
22nd Street South. Reverend Wallace Elliott,
Sr. is host pastor.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Celebrating a grassroots legend

Please join us as we

Honor & Thank
Theresa Sowell Lassiter
aka Momma Tee
For her many years of dedicated
service to our community
Friday, October 5 at 7 p.m.
Magnuson Hotel Marina Cove
6800 Sunshine Skyway Lane So
St. Petersburg
Tickets cost $42 per person
Reserved Tables: $360
Make Checks payable to:
My Daughter’s Keeper of Tampa Bay, Inc.
P.O. Box 53253
St. Petersburg, FL 33747

or purchase tickets at

BY DONNA WELCH
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
For 25 years, Theresa
“Momma Tee” Lassiter
has given unselfishly of
her time, talent and resources to uplift the
community. She has
worked relentlessly to
find solutions to the
challenges we face as a
community, including
crime, affordable housing, education, violence
and ex-offender opportunities.
As the founder
of Successes Unlimited
Women & Youth Business Center, Inc., and
the voice of the voiceless, Momma Tee has
been an active community advocate who courageously speaks truth to
the powers that be. She
has helped many through
her informed advocacy.
We will celebrate
Momma Tee’s hard work
with an appreciation dinner on Oct. 5. We humbly
ask for your support to
honor her lifetime of
service to our community. Please join the board
members of Successes
Unlimited Women &
Youth Business Center

https://mdk.ticketbud.com/
momma-tee-appreciation-dinner

Theresa “Momma Tee” Lassiter
and myself in giving
honor where honor is
due.
The dinner is scheduled for Friday, Oct. 5 at
the Magnuson Hotel Marina Cove, 6800 Sunshine Skyway Lane S,
St. Petersburg, from 7-10
p.m. Momma Tee’s
health is not the best
these days, but we are
sure that this community
recognition of her years
of advocacy, service and
counsel, will make this an

evening to be remembered.
Please join us in this
celebration!
Tickets are $42.00 per
person and can be purchased
online
at https://mdk.ticketbud.com/momma-tee-appreciation-dinner.
To
become a table sponsor,
seating of eight people,
the price is $360.00.
Please
contact
Donna Welch at (727)
422-6827.

Donna Welch, coordinator
dwelch@mdktampabay.org
(727) 422-6827
Successes Unlimited Women & Youth
Business Center, Inc. Board

New registrations must be received by October 9, 2
2018
018
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